H914

done by the Farm Bureau is irreplace-
able. For the past 75 years it has helped
millions of Texans better provide for
themselves, their communities and
their country.

Finally, I would also like to offer a
special word of gratitude to the past
and present leadership of the Texas
Farm Bureau. Their ongoing vision for
rural Texas is a testament to what can
be accomplished when neighbors help
one another.

Mr. Speaker, it is my great honor to
represent some of the many men and
women of the Texas Farm Bureau. On
behalf of my constituents, I would like
to thank them all for truly being the
voice of Texas agriculture, and wish
them many more years of continued
service.

——
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO HANK
AARON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. SCOTT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I rise on a very, very joyous and
celebratory occasion, an occasion to
wish happy birthday to an extraor-
dinary person, a great American, and a
leading world citizen, and that is home
run king Hank Aaron.

For on February 5th of this month,
Hank Aaron will celebrate his 75th
birthday, and I am sure all of us in this
Congress and across America and
around the world would love to take
this opportunity to say, ‘‘Happy birth-
day, Hank.”

Hank Aaron was born in 1934 in the
midst of the Depression in Mobile, Ala-
bama. In that same year, a gentleman
by the name of Babe Ruth swatted his
last home run for the New York Yan-
kees. Who would have thought that
this young, black kid in Mobile, Ala-
bama in 1934 would one day beat the
record that many said never would be
broken?

Then World War II comes along;
Pearl Harbor is bombed. While Hank
Aaron’s father is in the shipyards of
Mobile, Alabama, fixing up the boats
and the ships to help win World War II,
Hank Aaron is playing his very first
ball game as a 7 year old in Mobile,
Alabama.

Then 1947 comes around, and Jackie
Robinson comes on the scene, and
Jackie Robinson breaks the color bar-
rier, and creates a great gleam and
hope and inspiration in the heart of
this young 13-year-old kid, Hank
Aaron, to think that, one day, I can
play Major League Baseball because
Jackie Robinson is with the Brooklyn
Dodgers.

He grows up in 1951, and at the tender
age of 17, this young man signs a con-
tract, Hank Aaron. His mother packs
his suitcase and sends him off to play
in the Negro league for the Indianap-
olis Clowns. What an historic and ex-
traordinary life.
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Two years later, three years later in
1954, when the Supreme Court brings
down that great decision in the Kansas
Board of Education to integrate the
schools and to start America on the
movement to where we have seen this
crowning achievement this year to
elect the first black President, Hank
Aaron signs with the Milwaukee
Braves.

In 1957, he has shown such skill, such
tenacity to be one of the leading play-
ers, star players, in all of Major League
Baseball in just 4 short years, and he
leads the Milwaukee Braves to their
first and only world championship, and
he gets the crown as the Most Valuable
Player in the 1957 World Series.

Then in 1966, the South beckons. We
want a major league team. The South
is in the major leagues. Atlanta beck-
ons. Mayor Ivan Allen makes a trip to
Milwaukee, not to talk to the mayor,
not to talk to the general manager or
to the owner but to go knock on the
door and to sit in the living room of
Hank Aaron in 1965 and say, ‘“We are
building a stadium, but we need a
team.”

Hank Aaron says, ‘“‘Let’s go south,
boys,” and history was made, and the
South becomes a part of Major League
Baseball because of this great Amer-
ican, Hank Aaron, in 1966.

In 1974, the night is April 8, and then
we flash back to that year 1934 and re-
member the great bambino strikes his
final home run the year Hank Aaron is
born. 714, they said, would never be
broken, but on that night on April 8,
1974, Hank Aaron shatters Babe Ruth’s
record and hits 715. It is the shot heard
around the world and the accolades. A
great achievement. One of the greatest
sports achievements in history.

In 1976, he hits 755.

All America join me in saying,
‘“Happy birthday, Hank Aaron, on your
75th birthday.”

————

IN THESE DIRE ECONOMIC TIMES,
MICHIGAN IS LISTENING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. MCCOTTER)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. McCOTTER. In these dire eco-
nomic times, Mr. Speaker, I try to re-
mind my colleagues that, when Wash-
ington is talking, Michigan is listening
because, again, we are living your
nightmare now.

Last week, the House passed what I
believe to be a $1 trillion fiscal obscen-
ity at taxpayers’ expense and at the ex-
pense of the unemployeds’ hope, but
you need not take my word for it be-
cause, again, Michigan was listening,
and when I had the chance to talk to a
gentleman named Greg from Milford,
this is what he said about the supposed
stimulus bill.

Greg said, ‘I worked for a company
that just lost 700 jobs nationwide, and
the stimulus package just amazes me,
that Congress is trying to push this
thing through—the $600 million and ev-
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erything going on, things that are not
going to stimulate the economy. I have
enough money to last a month.”

At this point, Greg’s voice started to
break.

“Try telling your Kkids at the dinner
table that you just lost your job. It is
devastating when you tell your daugh-
ter you cannot even buy her a school
yearbook because you just do not have
the money. You have got money that
you were going to spend on something
just to let your kids celebrate some-
thing that you did, and now that is
going to go to the grocery store be-
cause you cannot do otherwise or you
are going to try to pay your house
bill,” and again, Greg paused.

‘“When we are sending money over-
seas to pay for abortions for people
who are not even in this country, we
are not supporting our own people.
They need to change it. I am just one
person. They do not listen. If we can
have everybody call them and just say,
We have got to do something different.
We cannot throw this money in the
garbage. What can we do?’”’

That was Greg’s view of a bill that
was intended to help him and his strug-
gling family. When Greg was listening
to what Washington was saying as it
passed the, quote/unquote, stimulus
bill, he heard about billions for na-
tional parks, about the hundreds of
millions for artists, about the smoking
secession programs, and about the pre-
vention of sexually transmitted dis-
eases. When this bill was explained
back down in Michigan, here is what
Greg heard.

He heard that, if you are a hiker who
is artistic, who is trying to quit smok-
ing and who is trying to avoid STDs,
the House Democrats’ bill was for you.
If you were in a manufacturing State
and you had just lost your job and you
were worried about your family, like
Greg, you fared far more poorly.

I just want Greg to know that we are
listening out here, that when the $1
trillion stimulus bill that will not help
him came to the House floor, the entire
House Republican minority and 11 In-
trepid Democrats said no. They recog-
nized that this would not help him,
that it would not help his family and
that it would not help any American
family that is struggling in straits
such as his.

That is why House Republicans re-
sponded to President Obama’s proposal
for bipartisanship early on and pro-
duced a package that would have cre-
ated twice the jobs at half the cost, and
this is why we will continue to work in
as bipartisan a fashion as is allowed in
this Chamber to do what is right for
Greg and for his family and for all
American families in these very dire
times.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
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